
 Irish Athletic Boxing Association Ltd

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONVENTION 2017

ON SUNDAY OCTOBER 8th 2017 at 11.am
In The Ringside Club, National Stadium, Dublin.

AGENDA

 1. Roll Call 
 2. Reading of Standing Orders
 3. Report of the National Convention of Sunday 2nd October 2016.
 4. Matters Arising
 5. Election of Honorary Offi cers, Members & An Oifi geach Gaeilge.
 6. Reports of the Child Protection Offi ce & Anti-Doping Offi cer
 7. Reports of Provincial Councils, State Services and Commissions.
 8. Auditors Report, Statement of Accounts and Balance Sheet for the 

year ending December 31st 2016.
 9. President’s Address.
 10. Conclusion of Convention

HON OFFICERS BOXING COUNCIL IABA LTD

Questions on Financial Reports to reach the Hon Treasurer 
Larry Morrison not later than 29th September 2017.

ARDIFF
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Irish Athletic Boxing Association 

ANNUAL CONVENTION 2017
ON SUNDAY 8TH   OCTOBER 2017 at 11.00am
In The Ringside Club, National Stadium, Dublin

Board of Directors:
Messrs & Mme: Mr Joe Christle (Chairman); Ciaran Kirwan;  Des Fitzgerald;

Pat Ryan; David Kearns; Bernie Harold; Joe Hernon;  Gerry O’Mahoney;  
Kevin Duffy; Garry O’Gorman

President:
PAT RYAN

Vice President:
JOE HERNON

Provincial Presidents:
JOE HENNIGAN (CONNACHT)
BERNIE HAROLD (LEINSTER)

GERRY O’MAHONEY (MUNSTER)
PAUL MCMAHON (ULSTER)

Hon Treasurer:
LARRY MORRISON

Hon Registrar:
STEPHEN CONNOLLY

Boxing Council:
Messrs & Mmes:  Gerry Storey, Mary Butler, Seamus Dowling, Larry Durand, 

Antoinette McClean,  Paddy Osborne, Eugene O’Kane, Philip Rooney

(Above information available when going to print)

All Correspondence should be addressed to:

NATIONAL STADIUM,
145 SOUTH CIRCULAR ROAD, DUBLIN 8.
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Irish Athletic Boxing Association 

ANNUAL CONVENTION 2017

SUNDAY 8TH OCTOBER 2017 
THE RINGSIDE CLUB, NATIONAL STADIUM, DUBLIN

Standing Orders

1. The proposer of the Resolution of an amendment thereto, may speak for fi ve 
minutes, but not more than fi ve minutes.

2. A delegate speaking to a Resolution of an amendment must not exceed three 
minutes.

3. The Proposer of a Resolution or Amendment may speak a second time for three 
minutes before a vote is taken but no other delegates may speak a second time to 
the same resolution or Amendment.

4. Every member shall stand when speaking. When more than one member rises to 
speak, the Chairman shall decide who shall be heard fi rst.

5. The Chairman may at any time consider a matter has been suffi ciently discussed, 
call on the proposer for a reply, and when that is given a vote must be taken.

6. A delegate may, with the consent of the Chairman move “that the question be now 
put” and, after seconding when the proposer has spoken a vote must be taken.

7. If any member interrupts another while addressing the meeting, or uses any 
abusive language or causes any disturbance and refuses to obey the Chairman 
when called to order, shall be named by the Chairman and may be expelled from 
the Convention.
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Minutes of Annual Convention
Irish Amateur Boxing Association Ltd

Held in the Ringside Club, National Stadium, Dublin on Sunday 
October 2nd 2016 at 11.00am.

President Pat Ryan presided. Also in attendance were:

Offi cers: 
Joe Hernon (Vice President), Al Morris (Secretary), Larry Morrison (Hon Treasurer), 
Stephen Connolly (Hon Registrar).
Members: Gerry Storey, Mary Butler, Seamus Dowling, Larry Durand, Philip Rooney, 
Eugene O’Kane, Antoinette Fay McClean, Paddy Osborne.

Provincial Councils: 
Connacht – Joe Hennigan, Fiona Hennigan.
Leinster – Bernie Harold, Francis Keeling, Andrew Duncan.
Munster – Gerry O’Mahoney, Anna Moore.
Ulster – Paul McMahon, Sadie Duffy, Martin Walsh.

County Boards: 
John Carey (Mayo), Tommy Lyons (Clare), John Wiseman, Michael O’Brien (Cork), 
Art O’Brien (Dublin), Mick Darby, Jim Murrin (Offaly), Eugene Duffy (Derry), Peter 
O’Donnell (Donegal), Des Donnelly (Meath), Ollie O’Neill (Laois/Kilkenny/Carlow).

Board of Directors: 
Joe Christle (Chairman), Fergal Carruth (CEO), Kevin Duffy, Des Fitzgerald, David 
O’Brien.

Accountants: 
Shay Cairns BKRM.

IABA Staff: 
Sally Ann Kinch; Sylvia Scanlon, Clare McAuley; John Nangle; David Britton, Robert 
Connolly and Billy McClean, Geraldine McTavish.

Others: 
Jill Poots (Sports Northern Ireland), Lisa Clancy (Clansult), Breandán Ó Conaire.

Clubs: 
Michael Carruth (Drimnagh), Patrick McDonagh (Geesala); Dominic O’Rourke (St 
Michaels Athy); Bill Stacey (Westside), Tommy Murphy (Drogheda), Noel Burke and 
Mel Leonard (St Mary’s, Dublin), Brendan Purtill (Bracken), Joe Kirwan (Crumlin), 
Tony Davitt (Dunboyne); Eddie Cummins (St Bridget’s Edenderry), Paul McEvoy 
(Avona), Maurice Walsh (St Colmans), JP Kinsella (Monkstown Dublin), Patrick Ryan 
and Liam Brophy (Portlaoise), Carmel O’Neill (Paulstown); Sean Canavan (St Agnes), 
Igor Khmil (Smithfi eld), Peter Mullen (St Annes), Gus Farrell (Monivea), Martin 
Purcell (Universities).
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Apologies: 
Sean Crowley (Former Hon Secretary) and John Treacy (Sport Ireland).

President Pat Ryan welcomed the delegates many of whom had travelled long distances 
and made a special thanks to Jill Poots from Sport NI for attending. 

Secretary read the Roll call and a minutes silence was observed for members and friends 
of the IABA who had passed away this year.  The Secretary then read the Standing 
Orders.

The Minutes of the Annual Convention of October 3rd 2015 were adopted on the 
proposal of Joe Hennigan and seconded by Tommy Lyons. 

Matters arising: 
Paul McMahon questioned why there was a lack of information in the report as previous 
years had had a more detailed synopsis of minutes included. 

The report of the Former Honorary Secretary Sean Crowley which had been circulated 
were read by Al Morris on the proposal of Mick Darby and seconded by Sadie Duffy.  
New IABA Secretary Al Morris then read his own report on the proposal of Eugene 
Duffy  seconded by Art O’Brien. 

The Reports of the Provincial Councils and State Services (Garda) were then read out 
Ulster President had no written report and will submit his for records shortly.
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CONNACHT PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2015/16

The Connacht Council unfortunately did not have a great season, 46 Clubs were 
affi liated under the remit of 5 County Boards.

The Province ran 55 tournament with 48 National titles coming back from 
Championships.

We held 2 Coaching Courses, 2 R/J Seminars and Refresher Courses. Boxers to receive 
International recognition were Shannon Sweeney and Aoibhe Carrabine of Mayo, 
Kieran Molly/Francis Cleary of Galway and Eric Nash of Mayo.

Offi cials who travelled internationally were Patrick McDonagh, Michael Mongan, 
Antoinette Faye and Tony Davis as Coaches and myself as Team Manager.

Connacht Boxing has declined in the last year, but we now trying to put fi xtures in place 
to ensure that it starts to turn around this year.  One area that is causing huge concern is 
no funding for clubs and the expense imposed on a club at championship time.

From discussions at our convention, to discussions with our County Board Offi cers 
around the province we are very disillusioned with the state of the IABA one year on 
from being told there was going to be transparency, we were going to see new leadership, 
improved governance, people were going to be treated with respect, decisions would 
be made as a unit, there was something going to be put in place to reduce the pressure 
on clubs fi nancially.

Sadly not one of the above actually happened, certain individuals certainly talked the 
talk, we have never had fewer Central Council meetings than in the past year, decisions 
being made and then ratifi ed after the fact. Teams being picked, Coaches and Team 
Managers selected and again ratifi ed after the fact. The Rota that was in place for all 
this has been thrown out, and it seems now we have chaos, if you are not in the closed 
circle you will be isolated,

A child can do the corner in the stadium, a coach can wear anything when coaching his 
boxer instead of a tracksuit, and literally anyone can stand up on corner and never be 
asked if they are a coach or not, but as long as the Provinces run the Coaching Courses 
the way they are told to and more importantly hand over the money at the end of it, 
that’s what really counts.  I have R/J who now don’t want to travel to offi ciate to the 
championships because of the smart comments and aggravation by some Supervisors 
for championships.

There is no respect for the workings of a County Board or Provincial Council anymore 
it seems any National Offi cer whether they know the rules or not can wander into a 
County and dictate how it is being run.   It saddens me greatly that its worse we have 
got not better and I don’t know where it will end.

 I would like to thank all the offi ce Staff for their help during the year, Particularly Sally 
and Rachel. Thanks to Fergal Curruth for all his advice especially during Rio it was 
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invaluable to me and the team To those people who ridiculed  and insulted me on Social 
Media during Rio particularly those who know absolutely nothing about the working 
of an Olympic team and who cannot distinguish the difference between a HP Director 
and a Team Manager,  all I can say is if you put as much time into promoting our sport, 
following our policies and procedures and ensuring all our boxers are looked after we 
would have a fantastic IABA we could all be proud of.

I can hold my head high and can say we brought the best boxers out to Rio, what 
happened out there is for another day, I have submitted my report for Central Council 
to review,  I am proud of the team we had, I wish all 7 of the boxers the very best of 
luck for the future and sincere thanks to Tommy Murphy for putting my name forward 
for Rio. I would like to acknowledge and thank Sean Crowley for the great job and 
work has done for Irish Boxing as Secretary he will be a very hard act to follow. On 
Behalf of the Connacht Council I wish you health and happiness in your retirement.

On a Final note I would like to express my sadness on the recent passing of Catherine 
Cogan. She was a kind and helpful person during her time in the Stadium and she will 
be greatly missed.

I would like to wish all units every success for 2016/2017 season

Joe Hennigan 
Connacht Council President
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REPORT OF THE MUNSTER COUNCIL 2015/16

In April, after three attempts, we fi nally elected a Munster Council and I’m delighted 
to report we are now working away and making progress. Our boxers are performing 
well, especially at youth level.

We have boxers of all ages, male and female, representing the Province nationally and 
internationally who are performing extrememly well and I’m very proud to have them 
as part of Munster.

Our offi cials are among the best in Ireland and are very active at National Championships. 
I hope to see more of them upgraded in the coming season and used more on national 
duties. 

The same would apply to our coaches – we need to get more upgraded.

I think 2016 is a year we will never forget for Irish boxing. It was probably the worst 
PR disaster for boxing witnessed by the general public: corruption, match fi xing, drugs, 
gambling. The press had a fi eld day.

I sympathised with people on the front line. Pat Ryan, our new President, got a baptism 
of fi re; our Chairman, Joe Christle, and the CEO, Fergal Carruth, had to handle stuff 
they never expected to handle, a lot of it new territory.

Everybody wants someone to blame, but it’s never that simple. In Rio, Joe Hennigan was 
the Manager and I think he had an unenviable task. He started off with possibly the best 
team Ireland ever sent to an Olympic Games and suddenly, everything went haywire.

We are all looking for a reason but I think it was a combination of events. The scoring 
system is defi nitely fl awed and we should protest vigorously.

We must also get a PR Department in place to handle such events. I know it will cost 
money but it would be money well spent.

We need to repackage Boxing as a product and sell it to the general public as the great 
sport that it is. We are in possession of some of the best athletes in the world, we should 
not be getting crucifi ed like this.

Now this is the time for all of us to stick together: the Boxing Council and the Board 
of Directors. We must show a united front. Let’s not start blaming each other, as that 
will get us nowhere.

Finally I would like to say that I was deeply saddened by the death of Catherine Cogan 
and I speak on behalf of all of Munster as I offer my sympathy to her family and friends 
here in the Stadium.

I wish to thank all my colleagues on the Munster Council, everybody in the Stadium 
for all their help in the past season.

Gerry O’Mahony
Munster President
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY LEINSTER 2015

It is a great pleasure for me to report to Convention on an outstanding year for the Leinster 
Boxing Council. We had 148 clubs affi liated and won 145 National titles including 
10 National Elite Gold medals. Our boxers competed at all levels internationally and 
performed with distinction; most notably Kelly Harrington’s Silver Medal success 
at the Women’s World Championships. We had four boxers qualify for the Olympic 
Games which represented 50% of the Irish Boxing Team for Rio.

We had 708 entries in the Michael Andrews Competition; a 33% increase on the 
previous year and there were a total of 470 bouts contested. An additional 440 bouts 
were decided in the Leinster C0hampionships. Our Competition and Championships run 
like clockwork due in no small part to the huge contribution made by Paul Williamson. 
We have an online entry system and a very calm, effi cient and respectful draw process. 
Yesterday, Paul facilitated the fi rst free workshop on AOB Administration and Operation 
in the Ringside club. 

In November we had an Interprovincial with Munster; the fi rst in 35 years and we 
intend to hold the return leg before Christmas. The Leinster Boys Development Squad 
made four trips abroad this year to Lituania, Latvia, Poland and Latvia respectively. At 
my request Mick Darby set up a squad for the Boy 1, 2 & 3 boxers and this is running 
very well in three centres. In May I asked Linda Morgan from Arklow Boxing Club 
to set up a Girls Development Squad and she responded positively and there are three 
centres in Mullingar, Kildare and Arklow. Leinster is sending a team to the Golden Girl 
Championships in Sweden next February. A big thank you is due to Linda, Mick and all 
the coaches who help out with the squads.

Next month we will be holding our fi rst Awards Ceremony to recognise the  achievements 
of Leinster underage Boxers at National, European and World level in 2015. We have 
set up an independent Disciplinary Committee under the leadership of Andrew Duncan 
to address inherited cases. The Offi cers have held number of meetings to agree more 
stringent controls and more transparency in our Finances. A number of new procedures 
were agreed to enhance the processes used in Financial matters.

During 2016 I made a concerted effort to work closely with the IABA employees to 
enhance the delivery of various projects to the membership. The CEO and other staff 
were very co-operative in attending our meetings to deliver presentations and answer 
queries from the Offi cers, Members & Delegates.

Lets’s KO Bullying – David Britton, CPO, IABA
Corporate Governance – John Nangle, CFO, IABA
IABA Strategic Plan 2017-2020 – Focus Groups for Leinster in the Westgrove 
Hotel, Clane on Saturday 22nd October 2016.

Women’s Coaching Development Plan – Geraldine McTavish, CDM, IABA. 
This is an initiative which I consider probably one of the most important this year as 
it attempts to address the imbalance of Women Coaches viz a viz female boxers in 
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clubs in Leinster. The aim of the course is to encourage more women to become active 
members and leaders in clubs. The second session took place in Drimnagh Boxing 
Club yesterday.

We ran an R & J Course with 38 participants and had three referees passed out – the 
fi rst in a very long time. We organised two Coaching 1 Courses with 48 participants.

The Leinster Facebook page continues to be a very useful communication tool and 
keeps our Boxers and Offi cials up to date on what’s happening in the Province. 

I am very proud of what the Council has achieved over the past year. I have travelled 
over 7,000 miles on Leinster Council business because I believe in doing the job 
properly and carrying out the duties of a President to the full.

I would like to thank my fellow Offi cers, the elected members and all those who give 
of their time and expertise to Leinster Boxing. Thank you, too, to the President, CEO 
and IABA staff for their continued support.

Finally, I will leave you with a thought...  I would ask you all to look at the poster on 
the podium “Let’s KO Bullying!” I am appealing to the Board of Directors and the 
National Offi cers to take action. Despite the huge commitment I make to the role of 
the Leinster Council President and previously as Hon Secretary, I have been subjected 
to ongoing abuse from a handful of individuals. You are all aware of who they are and 
what they do so I will just ask you to consider the following:

To paraphrase the great Edmund Burke ………. The Only Thing Necessary for the 
Triumph of Evil is that Good Men and Women Do Nothing.

Bernie Harold
President
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REPORT OF THE ULSTER COUNCIL 2015

Ulster Boxing Council had 120 clubs and 6 County Boards affi liated during the 2015/16. 
The Council conducted Championships at all levels. We are concerned that some clubs 
are unwilling to travel to some of the championship venues, as it is our duty to promote 
boxing across the  province.  At Elite level we are not getting many of the top boxers 
to enter our Championship. This is having a big impact when looking for sponsorship. 
We believe the association needs to put in place a proper championship structure, so as 
to allow the provincial units to promote their own championships.

At representative level it was great to be able to get 40 young boxers and 12 coaches/
offi cials some International experiences with teams away to Wales, Hull and Bristol.  
I hope this will be built upon in the coming season with the recently appointed Ulster 
coaching committee.

Ulster Boxers Male and Female are competing at all levels and have represented the 
Association at  many  international events. 

A number of referee/judges workshops were held during the year with a further 15 new 
offi cials qualifi ed.   

THANKS
Special thanks must go to all the Boxers, Coaches, Clubs and Offi cials throughout the 
Province for their co-operation during the season. 

I wish to acknowledge the huge investment of time and effort made by our Medical 
Offi cers, Dr Sean Donnelly, Dr Michael Mc Kenna, Dr Paddy Doherty. Without this 
valuable input our sport could not survive.

My sincere gratitude is conveyed to all our sponsors without whose help we could not 
run our sport.

To the Press and Media I say “thank you” for your contribution. I do accept that, at 
times, their comments can be controversial, but that is all part of life.

To my fellow Offi cers, Council Members and County Board representatives - thank 
you for your help and support. I recognise that while we have had our disagreements 
from time to time - I value your contribution, knowing that we share the same aim – the 
welfare of our boxers and their success in the ring.

OBITUARIES
To all the Families and Friends within our sport who have lost loved ones during the 
season I offer my deepest sympathy. “May they Rest in Peace’’.

Finally I wish all a lively and, most importantly, a very constructive Congress.

Paul Mc Mahon
President
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REPORT OF GARDA BOXING CLUB 2015/16 

The Garda Boxing club had a busy schedule during the boxing season 2015/2016. 
Three members competed in the Elite Championships two winning titles while the 
third boxer was beaten at the semi-fi nal stage. The two champions were Adam Nolan 
and Diane Campbell.

In March 2016, the Garda boxing team travelled to New York where they competed 
against the New York Fire Department. This was a charity event organised to raise 
money for the soldiers who received injuries while serving in Afghanistan. 

In November 2015, the N.Y.F.D. had competed in Cork against a Garda Selection.

The Garda boxers also competed against the P.S.N.I. in Belfast and in a return match in 
the Ringside Club in April.

In March they boxed against the New York Athletics Club in Strokestown.

In April they took part in a tournament in Donegal. 

There are a number of members who previously boxed who are now involved in the 
running of clubs in Wicklow, Kildare, Offaly, Donegal, Mayo and Dublin.

With new recruitment taking place we hope to have members forming the team to keep 
the long tradition of boxing still going in the Gardaí. 

Larry Morrison
Secretary
Garda Boxing Club
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ANTI-DOPING REPORT 2015/16

For the boxing season 2015/16 up to the end of August 2016 14 boxers were tested 
by the Sport Ireland Anti-Doping Panel. The tests were carried out by panel members 
while the boxers were in competition, at training camps or home addresses.

Boxers are issued with the Sport Ireland’s Anti-Doping wallet card. This card contains 
information on prohibited substances and medications. This medication may be 
prohibited in the Republic of Ireland, but are freely available from chemists in other 
countries.

Further information is available on the following website www.irishsportscouncil.ie/
antidoping also on www.wada-ama.org – these website addresses are displayed on 
the wallet card. Boxers are required to submit a whereabouts form to be returned each 
quarter which will establish their location during the three months period. During this 
time, tests are carried out by Sport Ireland Anti-Doping staff at the location the boxers 
have submitted for that date. A check is carried out each quarter to confi rm the boxer 
has submitted the whereabouts returns.

In March of this year two courses were run by Sport Ireland at the request of the IABA. 
The courses were held in the Ringside Club. The fi rst course was for new members 
coming into the High Performance Unit. This course informs the new members of 
their obligation to submit their whereabouts returns and the consequences of failing to 
do so. It also informs the boxers the manner in which the returns are to be submitted 
onto Sport Ireland’s website. The other course was run for boxers who are already in 
the testing pool. This course provides an opportunity to the boxers to ask questions 
of the Sport Ireland Anti-Doping team and eliminates any problems they may have 
encountered in making submissions to the Anti-Doping Unit.

Larry Morrison
Anti-Doping Offi cer
Irish Athletic Boxing Association 
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Shay Cairns from BKRM, the Association’s Auditors and Accountants, took to the 
fl oor to explain the contents of the Financial Report for 2015, on the proposal of Joe 
Hennigan seconded by Bill Stacey. No questions had been submitted prior to the 
Convention, however during the convention a number of questions were asked. Shay 
confi rmed that all their questions would be answered shortly by letter and the questions 
and replies would be made available on the Association’s website. 

National Registrar, Stephen Connolly, spoke on the timeframe for completion of the 
Rule Book and explained the progress that was being made to have an updated version 
sent to all units. It was decided that 21st October would be the fi nal date for submissions 
by the Boxing Council. The second draft of the Rule Book would be submitted to 
Co. Boards, Provincial Councils and the Board of Directors by November 5th.  Nov/
December, the Rule Book Committee would meet with Provincial Councils and Dublin 
and Antrim Co. Boards to discuss changes. End of December the fi nal draft is to be 
circulated to Clubs. It was announced that an EGM would take place on January 22nd 
to fi nalise the New Rule Book.

The Convention then proceeded to discuss the Motices of Motion and Rule Changes.  
Anna Moore spoke on behalf of St Francis Boxing Club, proposing the motion regarding 
juvenile weights. In a second proposal by JP Kinsella of Monsktwon Boxing Club, 
which was contradictory in terms of weight categories, it was agreed that the second 
proposal would be withdrawn so that the fi rst could be carried. In doing so, this means 
that our juvenile weights would now be in line with European Cadet weights. It also 
means that that the lower weights previous to the fi rst European weight category would 
only have a difference in 2kg.

NOTICES OF MOTION 2016

All championships for schoolboys/school girls are boxed at Cadet  weight divisions 
where possible (ie over 36kg).

Weight Divisions:
Boy/Girl 1 (Age 11) 25kg; 27kg; 29kg; 31kg; 33kg; 35kg; 37kg; 38.5kg 40kg, 41.5kg 
43kg; 44.5kg; 46kg; 48kg; 50kg; 52kg; 54kg; (3X1 ½ Minute rounds)

Boy/Girl 2 & 3 (Junior Cadets) 27kg; 29kg; 31kg; 33kg; 35kg; 37kg; 38.5kg; 40kg; 
43kg; 44.5kg; 46kg; 48kg; 50kg; 52kg; 54kg; 56kg; 59kg; 62kg; 65kg; 68kg; 72kg; 
76kg; 76+kg (3X1 ½ minute rounds)

Boys/Girl 4 & Youth 1 (Senior Cadets) 31kg; 33kg; 35kg; 37kg; 38.5kg, 40kg, 
41.5kg, 42kg; 44kg; 46kg; 48kg; 50kg; 52kg; 54kg; 57kg; 60kg; 63kg; 66kg; 70kg; 
75kg; 80kg; 80+kg (3X2 minute rounds)

CARRIED St Francis BC
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Weight Class changes for Boy 1 to Youth 2 and that no smaller weight classes be more 
than 2kg difference in weight. 

Boy 1 to Youth 2 weight classes as follows:

26kg, 28kg, 30kg, 32kg, 34kg, 36kg, 38kg, 40kg, 42kg, 44kg, 46kg, 48kg, 50kg, 52kg, 
54kg, 57kg, 60kg, 63kg, 66kg, 70kg, 75kg, 80kg, 85kg, 91kg, 91+kg

WITHDRAWN  Monsktown BC, Dublin

The immediate setting up of an Irish Language Offi cer called ‘Oifi geach Gaeilge’ 
within the IABA, with no voting rights, as agreed at the Central Council meeting on 
the 30th July 2016.

Main Duties:
• To promote the Irish language within the Association,
• To support existing clubs in the Gaeltacht areas in the promotion of the language,
• To support clubs in receiving grants from the different government agencies such 

as: Udaras na Gaeltachta, Roinn na Gaeltachta, Dept. of Education, Sport Ireland, 
Leader etc.

• To seek support from the elected Minister for the Gaeltacht, local TDs and County 
Councillors.

• To support clubs in running training camps through the medium of Irish in the 
Gaeltacht areas.

CARRIED Boxing Council

Following the Notices of Motion, Lisa Clancy from Clansult took to the podium to 
introduce herself and explain to delegates that both she and the Clansult company were 
conducting focus groups around the country to assist the IABA in their Strategic Plan 
for the next 4 years. CEO Fergal Carruth was invited to speak to the Convention by 
the President Pat Ryan. He gave good information on future plans for the Association 
regarding funding and the position of a Customer Relationship Manager position which 
had been funded by Pobail for the next 3 years. 

The Chairman Joe Christle spoke of all the recent negativity which has surrounded 
Irish Boxing since the departure of Billy Walsh and then the recent scandals at the Rio 
Olympics. He encouraged a positive approach to boxing in the future.

Michael O’Brien from Cork County Board stood up to discuss ‘the elephant in the room’, 
describing the discourse between members, the President and Board of Directors. He 
said there was a lack of respect and co-operation and that everyone should adopt the 
new structures going forward. 

The President, in summing up the Convention, thanked all who had attended and 
congratulated everyone on a very good Convention.

The Convention terminated at 2.30pm and was followed by a meeting of the Boxing 
Council which, on the proposal of Paul McMahon and seconded by Larry Durand,  
unanimously passed the Delegation of Powers to the Standing Committee.
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REPORT OF NATIONAL CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER 2017

Dear Members,

The past year has seen great advancements and improvements made within the 
IABA’s Safeguarding and Child Protection system. 2017 saw both vetting systems 
within the IABA, namely the Garda Vetting process and the Access NI system, being 
professionalised. This has led to almost 800 vetting applications for IABA members 
being processed in the last twelve months. In the same period the IABA has seen its 
vetting compliancy rate increase by over 30%. I would like to thank all the Clubs, 
County & Provincial Boards for all their help in achieving this. 

The introduction of e-vetting has seen a marked improvement in the turn-around of 
vetting applications. The IABA works in conjunction with the National Vetting Bureau 
and Access NI to process applications and I would like to thank both bodies for all 
their help and assistance over the past year.  There has been some great work done in 
this area, however it remains extremely important for all clubs to remain conscious 
of the fact that the vetting of individuals who have regular access to children and/or 
vulnerable adults is a statutory requirement which all club committees must legally 
ensure is implemented within their club. 

We have also seen the introduction of a Vetting Policy which has brought the Association 
in line with statutory requirements and the established good practice guidelines for 
National Sporting Bodies.  The policy has seen the implementation of a National Vetting 
Review Panel to assess applications which are returned with positive disclosures. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank both Mr. Larry Morrison and Mr. Joe 
Hernon for their great help and continued involvement in this area.  

2017 has seen regional and national safeguarding seminars and workshops delivered to 
our volunteers. These have been very well received and we plan to roll out more such 
events and further safeguarding training this season.  I would like to close by wishing 
all our members and their clubs the very best for the new season.

Yours Faithfully
David Britton
National Child Protection Offi cer IABA 
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ANTI-DOPING REPORT 2016/2017

For the boxing season 2016 up to September 2017, 12 boxers were tested by the Anti 
-Doping Unit of Sport Ireland. The tests were carried out by the panel members while 
the boxers were in competition, training camps, or at their home address.

Boxers are issued with Sport Ireland’s Anti-Doping wallet card. This card contains 
information on prohibited substances and medication. This medication may be prohibited 
in the Republic of Ireland, but freely available from chemists in other countries. Further 
information is available on the following website www.irishsportscouncil.ie and 
also on www.wada-ama.org  or on www.mims.com – These website addresses are 
displayed on the wallet card.

In February of this year courses were run by Sport Ireland for members of the High 
Performance unit. This course informs new members to the unit of the importance 
of complying with Anti-Doping Rules and Regulations and the negative effect non 
compliance can have on their own personal lives and sports in general.

Sport Ireland also ran a tutors course for eight members of the IABA. This course 
enables the tutors to speak to clubs, coaches and boxers on the important issues of Anti-
Doping. It is intended to up-skill other IABA members next season and have tutors 
situated all over Ireland. 

Some courses have been run this year and with the start of the new season it is intended 
to hold courses throughout the country.

At the European Championships this year a number of our girls were tested. Prior 
to their departure there were spoken to regarding Anti-Doping. During the course of 
the meeting it was established that some of the girls were using inhalers that were 
prescribed medically. They were informed they would need to complete a Therapeutic 
Use Exemption Form signed by the prescribing doctor. The girls had this form in their 
possession when they attended the Championships.

Boxers who are in the testing pool are required to submit a whereabouts return each 
quarter on a specifi ed time and date they are required to attend at the location they have 
specifi ed.

Larry Morrison
Anti-Doping Offi cer 
Irish Athletic Boxing Association
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 2017

As President of the IABA, I should at this stage be refl ecting on the successes, not 
only of the year just past, but in fact for the two years of my Presidency. The reality is 
somewhat different.

During the week, I re-read the manifesto that I issued prior to my election. It outlined 
my ambitions for Irish boxing and my long-term plans for success. Did I achieve what 
I set out to do? Absolutely not by a long shot.

I was aware that management problems existed within the organisation but felt that my 
own experience would permit me, on behalf of the membership, to infl uence decisions 
in a positive way. The problems ran much deeper than I anticipated. The breakdown 
in democracy within the IABA has its roots in the manner in which the organisation 
was incorporated in 2008.  The present organisational structure does not refl ect the 
democratic wishes of our members and is not fi t for purpose. At every available 
opportunity I endeavoured to play my part in a dignifi ed, democratic and respectful 
manner, refl ecting the needs and views of our national membership, who elected us to 
offi ce.  There are those who feel that I should have adopted a more forceful attitude.  
Given the seriousness of the situation in which we now fi nd ourselves, perhaps they 
were right. On so many occasions when I felt that I had succeeded in opening one door, 
another was fi rmly closed. 

Apart from the frustration, apart from the breakdown in democracy and apart from the 
obstructions that we have had to overcome, the biggest loser here is the sport of boxing. 
The never-ending disagreements are energy-sapping and time-consuming. This cannot 
continue and I am determined, as are the vast majority of our membership, to ensure 
that our organisation will, in the future, refl ect the democratic wishes and input of our 
members. The current structure is likely to result in a major rupture which could damage 
our sport irreparably.  Let me state that I am hugely encouraged by the support that I 
have been receiving from clubs, county boards, provincial councils and offi cials from 
all over the country.  It is absolutely clear that all these people are now determined that 
they will have the right to play their part in the decision-making process at all levels. 

On the bright side, we can refl ect on our successes in qualifying so many boxers for Rio 
2016, in the context of just how diffi cult it is to qualify for the Olympics.  This was a 
fantastic achievement. Great credit must be given to the club coaches who unselfi shly 
devote their time to guiding and developing the talent of our young boxers week upon 
week throughout the year.  The Games themselves were a disappointment for Irish 
boxing, but that should not negate the fact that our boxers qualifi ed from a very diffi cult 
campaign through regular amateur boxing and the World Series of Boxing. 

Additionally, our boxers have won medals at all levels since Rio 2016. Last year, a few 
months after the Olympics, Christina Desmond won bronze at the European Women’s 
Championships, and this year Joe Ward, Brendan Irvine and Kurt Walker won gold and 
two bronze at the European Men’s Championships.
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Michaela Walsh won gold at the European Union Women’s Championships this summer 
and Kellie Harrington and Grainne Walsh took home silver and bronze, and our boxers, 
in all age categories, male and female, have medalled in European competition.

The Girls Youth and Junior team, who competed at the European Championships, 
recorded Ireland’s best ever results in this category. Daina Moorhouse and Aoibhe 
Carrabine won gold medals. Caitlin Fryers won silver. Ciara Brien  Catherine Blaney 
and Lauren Kelly won bronze medals.  The team fi nished in 3rd place overall

Joe Ward also reached his second successive World Elite fi nal this summer, a truly 
remarkable achievement, and even more remarkable in that he won bronze at the 2013 
World Championships and has now won three medals in a row at the very top level. 

Irish boxing, despite the fact that the population of this country is miniscule by 
comparison to the populations and vast resources of some of the nation’s we compete 
against, continues to knock at the door, continues to win medals, continues to dine at 
the top table. At the recent World Men’s Championships, Ireland and France were the 
only two western European nations to fi nish in the top ten in the medals table.

Following the Rio Olympics, we lost some of our most prolifi c medals winners: Katie 
Taylor, Michael Conlan, Paddy Barnes and David Oliver Joyce and more, to the 
professional ranks. That is the nature of our sport and we wish all our boxers who have 
switched codes the very best of luck.

But new athletes are emerging from our clubs throughout Ireland. These young men 
and women are ambitious and talented and will lead our sport into the future. 

It is crucial that we as an organisation put an end to acrimony and come together as a 
united organisation, putting our boxers as our number one priority.  

A review and reform of the authority and communication structure of the IABA must 
be taken in hand and implemented, involving the views of all our membership.

I would like to thank the hard-working staff of the IABA with whom I’ve had a very 
close working relationship over the last two years, especially Ms Sally Ann Kinch. 

I would like to extend best wishes to all members of our boxing family for the coming 
year and offer sincere condolences to those who have lost their love ones.

Yours in sport, 
Pat Ryan
President IABA 
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