
 

 

IRISH ATHLETIC BOXING ASSOCIATION. 

 

Irish Athletic Boxing Association Selection Policy for Underage Athletes 

 

This document sets out on the basis on which the Irish Athletic Boxing association (IABA) will  

select underage National Teams in the Junior Cadet, Senior Cadet and U18 age categories for  

nominated international tournament.   

It should be read with the Athletes Code of Conduct and other applicable IABA policies  

including the safeguarding policies.   

The policy shall be reviewed on a yearly basis by the Officer Board/Central Council. 

 

A nominated international tournament may include:  

• The European School Championship  

• The European Junior Championship  

• The European Youth Championship  

• The World Junior Championship  

• The World Youth Championship  

The applicable team, once nominated for selection by the Selection Panel, must be ratified  

by Central Council.  

 

 

 



1. Policy Objectives  

  

• To exhibit transparency and good practice in the selection of athletes for the  

applicable tournament,   

  

• To select the most well prepared and competitive team possible in available weight  

categories to represent Ireland at the applicable tournament.   

  

• To select athletes who have been identified by the Selection Panel, as genuine  

prospects capable of achieving medal success for Irish boxing.  

 

 

 2. Training Squad  

  

• Athletes in consideration for selection for the applicable international tournament  

will be selected from the applicable National Training Squad.   

  

• The National Training Squad is normally comprised of:  

  

o Athletes who have won the applicable National Championships in the  

applicable year.   

  

o The Selection Panel will exercise their discretion to seek to ensure that the  

final selections for the applicable tournament align with policy objectives for  

major international competitions.  

  

3. Team size and Selection  

  

The total team size will be determined by the weight categories available in the  

Schoolboy/Girl European Championships. Junior European/World Championships. Youth 
European/World Championships and available funding.  



 4. Mandatory Eligibility Requirements  

  

• To be eligible for selection, athletes must:  

  

a) Be eligible to represent Ireland under IBA eligibility regulations.  

  

b) Be a registered IABA member, in good standing, for the applicable season and named  

in the athlete’s club’s affiliation portal  

  

c) Have signed the IABA Athlete Code of Conduct  

  

d) Demonstrate that they have abided by and complied with the requirements and  

expectations of the IABA Athlete Code of Conduct.  

  

e) Have signed the Athlete Nomination for Selection declaration.  

  

f) Comply with all applicable rules and regulations of the IABA and the World Anti 

doping Code (WADC)  

  

g) Not be currently disqualified or suspended, or provisionally disqualified or  

suspended, by the IABA or under the WADC.  

  

h) Seek to adhere to with a pre-competition preparation plan as directed by the  

Coaches.   

 i) The Selection is subject to ongoing monitoring and may be withdrawn where it is  

discovered that an athlete does not meet mandatory eligibility requirements or on  

medical grounds.   

 j) Additional requirements for participation in any applicable tournament may be  

required. Barring exceptional circumstances requirements will be circulated in writing   

with sufficient notice to athletes  

 



 5. Selection Panel  

• The selection panel will be made up of the following:  

  

o 6 Members of the Coaching Commission appointed from their respective unit in  

accordance with the applicable criteria.  

o One Central Council member.   

o The Central Council member shall act as Chair and will be non-voting.   

 o All other members of the panel will have one vote. In the event that a  

decision is tied, the Chair will cast the deciding vote.  

 o Any known or potential conflict of interest within the Selection Panel and will  

be assessed and monitored by the Chair.   

 o Some examples of conflict of interest, are a club, coaching or family  

relationship with an athlete, a professional working relationship with the  

athlete or a family member of the athlete, a known historical or current  

dispute with an athlete or a family member. (This is not an exhaustive list of  

potential conflicts of interest.)  

The selection panel shall be reviewed on a yearly basis by the Officer Board/Central 
Council. 

  

6. Selection Factors  

  

• All selection decisions are based on athletes meeting the mandatory eligibility  

requirements (point 4), and on the judgement and decisions of the Selection Panel.  

• Success at the National championships does not guarantee selection.  

• The following is a non-exhaustive list of factors that the Coaching Commission may  

consider, in any order as it sees fit, when making its selections:  

  

a) Technical and Tactical performance in training and sparring, e.g., Fitness levels  

pertaining to optimal training for international competition performance.  

  

b) Injury status i.e., short, medium or long term remediable  



 c) Weight management and ability to make the required weight.  

  

d) Demonstration of attitude and commitment towards training at national squad  

training sessions.  

  

e) Demonstrated ability to work alongside other athletes contributing positively to  

each national squad training session  

 

 f) Demonstrated ability to adhere to advice and guidance provided by the national  

coaches and support team including professional advice from the medical officer.  

  

g) Adherence to the Athlete Code of Conduct and previous conduct and behaviour  

at squad training and at competition events.  

  

h) Previous record at National and International level from the previous year. 

  

i) A performance chart which may be in place for each boxer  

  

7. De-selection  

• Athletes may be deselected at any stage for the following reasons:  

  

• Anti-doping: Athletes that are suspended because of on-going or concluded  

antidoping charge will be deselected.  

  

• Fitness: Athletes may, at the discretion of the Selection Panel, be required to  

undergo a fitness test after being selected where there are concerns over the  

athlete’s capability to train and compete to the level required at international  

boxing. The format of any such test will be determined by the Coaching  

Commission and may include input from medical personnel.  

• Injury: A medical officer can be asked to examine any athlete injury concerns  

identified by the coaching commission, following selection.  



Any selection decision, flowing from such a medical examination, will be final.  

  

• Preparation: Where an athlete’s training and preparation for a competition is  

below the standard expected or they fail to participate in organized squad  

training sessions, he or she may be deselected.  

  

• IABA policies: Athlete’s in breach of IABA policies, (including this selection  

policy), and the IABA Athlete Code of Conduct or athlete agreements may be  

deselected  

  

• Ineligibility: where information confirms that the athlete is not actually  

eligible to compete.  

  

• Canvassing by parents or personal criticism of the Coaches or the Selection  

Panel will not be tolerated and may lead to deselection or expulsion. Parents/Guardians and 
club coaches will be required to adhere to the Codes of Conduct.   

 

All athletes, Parents/Guardians and club coaches will be required to sign the Declaration 
and Code of Conduct on the first day of Squad training. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DECLARATION 

  

  

1, ________________________________________, of ______________________Boxing Club  

 

competing in a tournament though which I may be nominated for selection on the Irish Boxing 
team for the applicable international tournament, declare that I have read, understood and will 
abide by the  

following:  

I understand and have read the IABA Selection Policy and relevant nomination for selection  

criteria. I understand that winning at the applicable National Championships does not  

guarantee selection for applicable international competition  

I understand that selection is at the ultimate discretion of the IABA Coaching Commission.  

 

__________________________________       

Name of Boxer         

  

Signature of Boxer  

 

_______________________________________________   

Signature of Parent/Guardian  

 

_______________________________________________ 

 

Signature of Club Coach 

 

__________________________________________________ 

  

Date:_________________________________ 


